In India, Dalits also known as 'untouchables' have 
Introduction
Caste-based discrimination is a form of discrimination prohibited by international human rights law, which subjects millions of people globally on the basis of work and descent. Victims suffer a hidden apartheid of segregation, modern-day slavery and other forms of discrimination as a result of having been born into a marginalized group or caste. Caste discrimination constitutes one of the most serious and widespread global human rights challenges today, affecting large proportions of societies in many regions of the world, which continues to function as a deeply rooted system of grave human rights violations. The Dalits (also known as Untouchables, Harijans, or Scheduled Castes) have historically been poor, deprived of basic human rights, and treated as social inferiors in India. They still face economic, social, cultural, and political discrimination in the name of caste (Gochhayat, 2002) . "Centuries of this 'hidden apartheid' that has perpetuated discrimination and denial of their human rights, has resulted not only in Dalits representing a disproportionate amount of the poor in India, but also in the creation of numerous other obstacles that hinder Dalit's ability to change their situation" (Artis et al., 2003) .
Human Rights Watch (2007) in its report 'Hidden Apartheid Caste Discrimination Against India's Untouchables" explains the term Dalit says, "Dalit or so-called untouchables known in Indian legal parlance as scheduled castes, to a lifetime of discrimination, exploitation and violence, including severe forms of torture perpetrated by state and private actors in violation of the rights guaranteed by the Convention". The report of International Dalit Solidarity Network says that Dalits are those who are beneath the entire caste system -and are therefore literally 'outcaste' as well as 'untouchable' -call themselves 'Dalits'. The word "Dalit", meaning "broken" or "ground down", is used by 'outcaste' people themselves to describe at the same time their oppression, their identity and their collective power for emancipation. Varadarajan (2006) in his article on Caste matters in the media writes about his experience on how the story of atrocity committed on Dalit students was not heeded and he narrates that only after a lot of struggle he managed to publish only a part of the story "in a cut and mutilated form, a full month after the Dalit students began their dharna". Further, he says that absence of Dalits in the media industry is one of the reasons as to why there are no reports about Dalits in the Indian media (Varadharajan, 2006) . Chawla, Editorial Director of The New Indian Express accepts the absence Dalits in the media in a talk show on Dalit and media, a programme called Media Manthan conducted by Lok Sabha Channel. But he defends in the show that caste bias in the media is not premeditated or any conspiracy hatched to avoid Dalits from entering the media industry (Chawla, 2012) . This is not an acceptable statement as one reads Balasubramanian's experience about his rejection in the print media in his research paper (Balasubramaniyam, 2011) . Speaking on this issue Varadharajan (2006) says that the absence of Dalit journalists is not the product of conscious discrimination though that factor cannot be ruled out. But the reality of their absence is something the media must have the courage to acknowledge. In the same talk show Media Manthan on Dalit and media, Kancha Illaih (2012), a Dalit activist and an academician answers to the question as to why Dalit are sidelined in the media industry. He says that from pre-independence to post-independence, almost all the press had been with Brahmins. Even if the owner of the newspaper organization is from the Shudra community, the persons who worked in the media were Brahmins or majority of them in the press were Brahmins. So, they avoided reporting the issues concerning Dalit community.
Dalits and Main

Dalits and Mainstream media
In 1996, B.N Uniyal, a senior journalist in the pioneer, was confronted by a foreign journalist who wanted to get an opinion from a Dalit journalist over the reported dispute between Kanshi Ram and a few journalists. In an effort to find a Dalit journalist and to help the foreign journalist he started searching for a Dalit journalist. In 21 st century India, Television, Cinema and Newspaper have been extremely inaccessible media for Dalits issues and Dalit Participation (Guru, 2000) . Postindependence mainstream media always bypassed the dalits and issues and the Indian media, controlled by caste Hindus, ridiculing the demands and politics of the dalits through cartoons and headlines; the present politics of the dalits through cartoons and headlines (Tirumal, 2004) . In 2007, for example when Mayavati Naina Kumari was elected chief minister of Uttar Pradesh, India' largest state, the election coverage by the mainstream press was very poor. Mainstream media coverage on dalit also has helped to construct "The Dalit questions" in negative connotation and portrayed them only as the victims. The international media also showed similar attitude when it comes to reporting dalits. Kanshi Ram, disappointed with the mainstream media started his own media. He was very well aware that the mainstream media's nature of reports on dalits. He was concerned that stories about dalit atrocities only focused on how many people were killed or injured. There was rarely follow up to illustrate that fact that the perpetrators always got away with the crime (Mehta, 2008) .
Ratnamala (2009) He points out specifically about two incidents where media failed utterly in reporting in the mainstream media. The first incident talks about is the Golden Jubilee of conversion to Buddhism at Nagpur. On this day as many as 20, 00,000 people gathered from across the world to mark the 50 th year of conversion to Buddhism. He asks, "How many white collar Journalists holding Handy Cams from the leading electronic media turn up, including your own?" further he asks, "Hindu festivals like Ganesh festival or Kumbh Mela gets not only full coverage by the Media but discussions and special features running for hours" but the media ignore such event just because it belongs to Dalits. Another incident he talks about is the Khirlanji massacre. He tells, "News medium is as responsible for these inhuman crimes as the Kheranjali oppressors by just being selective and dishonest". He concludes, "Awake the people on the gruesome caste realities in India. Telecast a half an hour program dedicated specially to Dalit atrocities every week" (Shinde, 2006) . Shamefully, what Ambedkar said in 1945 remains true till date (Telumbe et al., 2010) .
Dalits and Internet
Tirumal & Tartakov (2011) argues Internet provides an opportunity to Dalits to explore with other Dalits as to who they are and what they want to become. With those beyond the world of Dalits they can explore the actual experience and the reconstruction of the world they share in ways never before possible.
India's Information & Technology has been always hailed as a great hope for the country's future development. The IT industry is one of India's fastest-growing sectors, its software analysts have become a prestigious export in themselves and India is a centre for overseas data processing from accounts to customer calls. However, just a small proportion of educated people have access to IT -but the vast majority of Indians, about 70% of the population, still live in villages and the challenge is to make sure they don't get left behind. Dalits are not only discriminated and stigmatized in socio-cultural aspect but they are also discriminated in the information and Technology field. Omvedt (2001) speaks of 'the upper-caste dominance in the professions, business, culture and the world of Information Technology'. Dalits are near invisible at the Indian Institutes of Technology, India's premier technological institutions. Pointing out that private sector IT firms in India have been reluctant in adopting affirmative action policies to increase Dalit presence, Omvedt wryly notes that Indian cyberspace seems particularly populated by the Indian elite. 'If upper caste Brahmins have always seemed to live in a world of philosophy and abstraction', she argues, 'the electronic "virtual" realm of IT seems somehow especially appropriate for them ' (Omvedt, 2001) . Tirumal consents with Omvedt in this regard and writes that in India the digital technology is confined only to the three upper castes in Hinduism, the Brahmins and two other "twice born", so-called Aryan castes that compose the national elite" (Tirumal 2011).
There is no denying that media coverage of Dalit-related incidents and issues in India were very scant. Literatures show that the Dalits were either underrepresented or misinterpreted. Communication is real power. It gives power over other. Those who own media like Newspaper, Television and Movie Studios, etc. wield enormous powers in society. This power was denied to the Dalits, who became as landless labourers. Thus there was a need for the quarter of the population to express themselves in a platform that will take them to the rest of the world. That's why Dalits adopted different alternative media like Paintings, Sculptures, Folklores, Bhajans, Street plays, Poetry, cartoons, tabloid newspapers, magazines and journals.
As the result of burgeoning internet-savvy, Dalits are making their presence felt. They no longer depend on the corporate media waiting for their stories to be published, as it happened in the case of Khairanji Massacre or where it took one full month to publish the atrocity by the mainstream media. Dalits have fashioned their own websites and social media to speak for themselves and for their fellow members.
Dalit Camera: Eyes of the Untouchables
If one has to turn the history of 20 th century of India, one can witness a number of cases of atrocities committed against Dalits. In order to rescue from such atrocities, Dalits established their own organization to counter against such atrocities. This gave birth to Dalit writers, critics, lyricists, theatre artists who wrote the narratives of oppression and resistance of the forgotten the Dalits in India. This kind of organizations and Dalit intellectuals addressed the caste discrimination and initiated a debate in the civil society. Since, Dalits were neglected education, the intellectual works of Dalit scholars either forgotten or little explored. Thus, the narratives were confined to only to oral and mnemonic transmission. Besides, these alternatives and historiographies were also kept aside by mainstream media as well. In this scenario, the emergence and the availability of the new media challenged the monopoly of power. The emergence of this new space on the public platform has enhanced for the egalitarian society and empowered the Dalit writers and activists to write and share their narratives freely without any restrictions to the global audience. Dalit Camera is one such initiative to document the issues surrounding Dalits in India. Discrimination is common ubiquitous phenomenon in India and they are hardly documented by the mainstream media. Dalit camera enables the marginalized voices to tell their own stories and provides perspectives on voices of Dalits, Adivasis, Bahujans and Minorities (DABM).
Figure.1 Screenshot of Dalit Camera
As one enters the home page of Dalit Camera, as seen in the above figure, the motivation behind such an initiative is very clear where the message is bold and directcapturing stories that others choose to hide. The description in the web page reads as follows:
"Dalit Camera: Through Un-Touchable Eyes" captures narratives, public meetings, songs, talks, discussion on Dalits. It is largely run by students and their expenses are mostly met by themselves.
Hailing from a Dalit family in TamilNadu, Ravi Chandran Chakkilliyan popularly known as Ravi Chandran started Dalit Camera when he was pursuing his doctoral degree in English at the English and Foreign Languages University in Hyderabad, Andra Pradesh. As there was lack of coverage on the Dalit problems -Dalits are killed, denied entry into temples or access to wells, forced in schools to sit separately in a corner, served tea in tea shops in different cups that they have to wash themselves, denied jobs, beaten up for demanding their rights, or raped and paraded naked in front of a village, the crimes go unreported. As a Dalit activist Ravichandran wasnted to find a solution for these sorts of pathetic situations inflicted on Dalits. Thus was born Dalit Camera. He says:
' The notion of a YouTube channel appeared in the mind of Ravichandran when he was brutally assaulted by 20 upper-caste students on campus for being too ''bolshie'' as a student leader two years ago in Hyderabad. When he was contemplating on as to deal with the mortification the incident of a dalit woman head of a village panchayat (council), known only as Khrishnaveni, had been so severely assaulted by upper-caste villagers outside Hyderabad and for several months she would be unable to walk. Ravichandran says:
'As a student, I didn't have the means to start a newspaper or television channel. But what I could do was to film instances of discrimination. When we hear of an atrocity, we interview the victim, put up whatever raw footage we have, record dalits' opinions and upload
''I borrowed a handy camera from a friend and went and interviewed her. We filmed people who described how the upper castes had stopped her functioning. She wasn't even allowed to sit in a chair during meetings.'' (7 January, 2014, BBC)
Figure.2 Screenshot of Dalit Camera videos
Since then, the team of 20 Dalit activist and Ravichandran have kept filming and uploading videos. Till date there are 1765 videos being uploaded in Dalit Camera. The total number of persons subscribed is 5896 and there are currently 2,620,932 viewers on this channel. It is noteworthy to mention that Dalit Camera has been very successful and has grown leaps and bounds in terms of its viewers and subscribers. Within one month of it kick start, Dalit Camera has achieved a remarkable milestone and well received not only in India but in other countries as well. A face book note says: 
Conclusion
Time and again there is a huge cry from the Dalit activists on the attitude of mainstream media towards Dalit issues. They reiterate that Dalit voice is inevitably diluted and hijacked and the mainstream is not balanced enough to address Dalit issues. Mainstream media picks and chooses which atrocities against Dalits they want to highlight. Hence, a large scale crimes committed on Dalits invariable get unnoticed. In a scenario such as this, internet has proved to be a great boon to the marginalized in the society. Internet serves as a medium where marginalized individuals can exercise discursive power, and resist damaging representations. Socially marginalized groups speak to one another as they speak against authority. "On the Internet, the marginalized can call on the dominant and put the dominant in the difficult position of acknowledging the marginalized, or further distance the dispossessed by ignoring the call" (Mitra, 2001) . The Internet also affords marginalized people a place to discuss and debate amongst themselves, which facilitates the process of individual and collective identity (re)construction. (Drzewiecka & Nakayama, 1998 
